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Executive Committee:
President – Megan Pentz-Kluyts
CPD – Debbi Marais
Representation – Matjie Rapetsoa
Private Dietitians – Sue Scharf
Member Relations – René Smalberger
Sponsorship – Lauren Tanchel
Communications – Hilary Woodley
Public Relations – Chantell Witten
Branch Chairpersons:
Eastern Cape – Ignet Vosloo
Free State – Annelien Stander
Gauteng South – Lauren Tanchel
KwaZulu-Natal – Duduzile Mthuli
Mopani – Nare Makuse
Mpumalanga – Susan Koekemoer
North West – Hattie Wright
Pretoria – Hettie Bouwer
Western Cape – Leonore Ekermans

Contrary to some recent media reports, the Health
Professions Council of South Africa (HPCSA) has not
scrapped the CPD point system. 

The HPCSA recently announced that the current CPD
programme in its entirety will be reconfigured to ensure that
the objective of CPD, i.e. the enhancement of health
practitioners’ skills and knowledge, is achieved. In other
words, the programme needs to establish whether we are
improving the skills and knowledge of our practitioners
through the existing system or whether we are placing more
emphasis on the accumulation of points. By not evaluating
the knowledge gained or skills acquired from certain
activities we can not measure whether we achieve the
overall objective of Continuing Professional Development.
The reconfigured CPD system will address this shortcoming.
You might ask what happens in the meantime – the status

quo remains. All practitioners registered under
Boards, which are following compulsory
programmes, have to continue attending CPD
activities. Council maintains that CPD is not only a
statutory but also an ethical obligation of practitioners.
Practitioners are urged to continue with their life-long
learning process and keep their portfolios until further
notice.

Council wishes to apologise most sincerely to its
practitioners for the administrative and IT shortcomings of
the current system and would like to ensure practitioners
that the reconfigured system would be logistically sound
and the viability will be investigated in detail prior to its
implementation.

To investigate possible options two task teams have been
appointed by the CPD Committee. The CPD Committee will
also consult with the various stakeholders prior to
implementation. The CPD Committee appointed will work
through some of the current issues and look at some of the
developments in CPD systems used elsewhere in finally
making a recommendation in terms of what the new system
should look like.   

Further information: 
Phephela Makgoke, Communications Officer, HPCSA,
tel (012) 338-9368, fax (012) 324-5726, cell 082 801 6685, 
e-mail: phephelam@hpcsa.co.za

Over the past three years, Complete Nutrition has been
captivating readers with its variety of practical articles,
useful features and up-to-the-minute news from in and
around the world of nutrition. This unique publication,
which is published six times a year on a bi-monthly basis, is
now firmly established as the preferred read among health
professionals in the UK – including state-registered
dietitians, gastro-enterologists and nutrition nurses – and
we are delighted to announce that it is now available to
subscribers overseas. If you would like to receive a free
complimentary copy of Complete Nutrition, along with
details of how to subscribe should you wish to do so, please
e-mail us your name and address to: info@cm-2.co.uk or
overseas@cm-2.co.uk or visit
http://www.nutrition2me.com/cnsubscription.htm

Not only will subscribers be offered a special introductory
rate, but there will also be four free Functional Nutrition
supplements per year, enabling readers to keep up-to-date
with the latest developments surrounding the area of health
and functional foods.

The Medical Research Council announces the launch of a
new dietary tool, The Dietary Assessment and Education Kit
(DAEK). The DAEK is used in conjunction with the
FoodFinder TM3 programme and facilitates the process of
documenting the dietary intake of children and adults in
clinical settings, research and education programmes.
Further info contact:
Ms Tania Witbooi, tel (021) 938 0805/938 0423,
fax (021) 933-5519, e-mail: tania.witbooi@mrc.ac.za
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